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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
February 25, 1976 
Date State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
228 4811 
NEW DIRECTOR DF ART GALLERY 
The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today announced the appointment of Mr. David 
Thomas as Director of the South Australian Art Gallery. 
he was very pleased that Mr. Thomas, who had an outstanding 
gallery administrator, was joining the South Australian 
Mr. Thomas was born in Ballarat, Victoria, and graduated from the University 
of Melbourne with Honours in Fine Arts and History. After a period of 
research he was appointed in 1963 to the newly created position of Keeper 
of Pictorial Collections of the National Library of Australia in Canberra. 
In this position he was responsible for the care and development of the 
Nan Kivell collection, one of the most important collections of early 
Australian art in the country. • 
In 1965 he was appointed Director of the Newcastle City Art Gallery and at 
27 was the youngest person to hold such a position. While at the 
\ : 
Newcastle Gallery he started vigorous exhibition programmes and built up 
an outstanding collection of Australian contemporary art. 
Mr. Thomas is Executive Officer of the Australian Gallery Directors 
Conference, heading a secretariat which is being established in Melbourne. 
This organisation is responsible for many of the international exhibitions 
which tour Australia. He is also a foundation member of the Visual Arts 
Board of the Australia Council, and is president of the Art Galleries 
Association of. Australia. Other positions he holds include chairmanship 
of the Regional Galleries Association of N.S.W. and membership of the 
Museums and Library Committee of the Australian National Advisory Committee 
for Unesco. 
His publications include "Rupert Bunny" in the 
Series' and articles for "Art of Australia" and 
contributed to the book "The Land, that Waited" 
Mr. Thomas, who is married and has 2 daughters 
in early May„ 
Mr. Dunstan said 
record as an art 
Gallery. 
Lansdowne Press Art Library 
various other journals. He 
• 
, will take up his position 
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Thomas as Director of the South Australian Art Gallery. 
Mr. Dunstan said he was very pleased that Mr. Thomas., who had an outstanding 
record" as an art gallery administrator, was joining the South Australian 
Gallery. 
Mr. Thomas was born in Ballarat, Victoria, and graduated from the University 
of Melbourne with Honours in Fine Arts and History. After a period of 
research he was appointed in 1963 to the newly created position of Keeper 
of Pictorial Collections of the National Library of Australia in Canberra. 
In this position he was responsible for the care and development of the 
Nan Kivell collection, one of the most important collections of early 
Australian art in the country. 
In 1965 he was.appointed Director of the Newcastle City Art Gallery and at 
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Mr. Thomas is Executive Officer of the Australian Gallery Directors 
Conference, heading a secretariat which is being established in Melbourne. 
This organisation is responsible for many of the international exhibitions 
which tour Australia. He is also a foundation member of the Visual Arts 
Board of the Australia Council, and is president of the Art Galleries 
Association of Australia. Other positions he holds include chairmanship 
of the Regional Galleries Association of N.S.W. and membership of the 
Museums and Library Committee of the Australian National Advisory Committee 
for Unesco. 
His publications include "Rupert Bunny" in the Lansdowne Press Art Library 
Series and articles for "Art of Australia" and various other journals. He 
contributed to the book "The Land that Waited". 
Mr. Thomas, who is married and has 2 daughters, will take up his position 
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